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concedes: " I might withdraw my opposition to hoisting
the German flag in the Eastern border States, but I
would energetically advise against ever nailing it to the
mast there."

Ludendorff is furious, the All-Highest nervous and ill
at ease (must there always be these clashes ?); Hindenburg
is awakened and Kuhlmann puts a direct question to him :

" Why do you particularly want the territories ? "

Rumblingly from that gigantic torso comes the Marshal's
solemn answer: " I need them for the manoeuvring of my
left wing in the next war ". And Ludendorfi adds that the
Eastern Provinces would improve Germany's food supply
and bring her additional man-power in case she should,
in a future war, have to rely once more on her own resources.

Kuhlmann remains unconvinced ; the Kaiser vacillates,
unwilling to come down on either side of the fence. The
conference adjourns without a final decision being taken,
and Kuhlmann leaves for Brest-Litovsk without definite
instructions.

Such, then, were the circumstances of Kuhlmann's de-
parture for the Peace Conference. Regarding himself as
unbound by the discussions at Kreuznach, which had ended
in indecision, he was determined to pursue the policy
which he believed best. Confident in his belief that aU that
the Central Powers could hope for was a peace by negotia-
tion, he was equally convinced that the time for this had
not yet arrived. If the Entente Powers were prepared to
accept the Bolshevik proposals for a general peace, well
and good ; but Kuhlmann was convinced that they would
not. The main problem, therefore, was to induce the
Russians to make a separate peace, and it was with this
purpose in view that he agreed to the drafting of a proposal
for a general peace. Only after its rejection by the Entente
was the door open to separate negotiations, and once the
Bolsheviks realized that the Central Powers were ready
for a general peace and that the Entente were not, there